


Linden Park 111 Old Wilsonians 114 for 6
Old Wilsonians entered this game knowing that victory was essential if their promotion dreams were to be realised and that The Roebucks would have to come home with less than 8 points from their visit to Tenterden
Linden Park were the visitors to Hayes Hill knowing that their fate had already been decided and that they would be playing in Division Three in 2027 - sometimes such circumstances enable a side to relax and just enjoy the game but, on this occasion, their batting seemed to relax too much and they were bowled out for 111 in 41.4 overs, Carlin Tapp top scoring with 16, as Andrew Pomering. 3 for 21, Ollie "I always hit the stumps" Willis, 2 for 20, Harry Williams. 2 for 20 and the league's leading wicket taker, David Pilgrim, 3 for 20, put them to the sword, and when the OW openers put on 32 for the first wicket, victory seemed to be just a matter of time.
However Linden Park's Oliver Richardson, 4 for 21, and Atif Khan, 2 for 30 had other ideas and spun them back into contention by taking 6 wickets for 23 runs
The OWs now needed their own heroes and they came in the shape of skipper Louis Pryor (23 n.o) and Ed Castle (36 n.o) who saw them safely home to a 4 wicket victory
There now followed an anxious wait to see if Tenterten could score the 184 runs they needed to defeat the other promotion contenders but this was not to be as The Roebucks secured victory by 11 runs
So congratulations to Hayes 2nd Xl and The Roebucks and, as for Old Wilsonians, their joyous rendition of Ben E King's classic 'Stand by Me' in the bar afterwards confirmed that they were not down hearted and, knowing the Club as I do, there is no doubt they will do exactly that - i.e. stand by each other, learn the lessons of this season and come back next year determined to go one step further next time
Old Wilsonians 2nd Xl 275 for 9, Linden Park 2nd 114 
A second wicket stand of 96 between Josh Merchant (80) and Dan Nichols (45) and one of 89 between the former and Elliott Bettridge (50) enabled Old Wilsonians to post an impressive 275 for 9 against Linden Park and although the latter then made a plucky fightback, thanks to the bowling of Edward Prescott and Angus Taylor, both of whom took 3 for 42, the OWs were certainly in the ascendancy at the tea interval
The hosts needed a good start to have any chance of victory but when the OW opening bowlers, Craig Borland, 3 for 21 and Sam Forbes, 3 for 17 blew away their top order they needed a minor miracle to come to their rescue and although Muhammed Salah Ul Din (38) did his best it was not enough and they were bowled out in 27.1 overs
Old Wilsonians 3rd Xl 204 for 5. Chislehurst & West Kent 200 
Both sides came into this game with much riding on the result - Old Wilsonians needing victory to avoid relegation whilst Chislehurst & West Kent needed the same result to achieve promotion - and it was the former who were celebrating after the game, albeit by just four runs, in an intriguing encounter
Batting first the OW top order did their side proud as Chetan Kamat (20), Joe Wisbey (39), Barrie Frampton (36) Ali Hassan Butt (46) and Shankar Balakrishnan (37 n.o) laid a solid foundation with Chris Bell. 2 for 47 and Rohan Shetty, 2 for 31, being the most successful of the visiting bowlers
The Chishelhurst reply did not start in the way they would have liked as Balakrishnan continued his fine game by taking 4 for 21, but back came the visitors through a fighting 70 from Rohan Shetty and they fell just short of their target thereby ensuring that both teams will face each other again in 2027

Old Colfeians 5th Xl 201, Old Wilsonians 4th Xl 126
An out-standing bowling performance by Suman Ramakrishnan, 7 for 25, enabled Old Colfeians to record a 75 run victory over Old Wilsonians with only Karim Mir (30) making a substantial contribution for the visitors in this, the last game of the season
Earlier the Colfes innings had relied heavily on Rajeev Hemdev (53) as Reon Sareen, 4 for 44, bowled well for the visitors with Karim Mir and Lawrence Wilson both claiming two wickets each in a game where the bowlers had been on top


